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Autobiography of a Face Part 3
Grealy’s memoir provides an excellent depiction of the life of cancer itself. Someone who has not witnessed a patient with cancer or understood the burden of living with this chronic disease can get a vivid picture of what it means to live with cancer after reading Grealy’s memoir. Her narration of the ordeal she went through as early as at the age of nine. As described in the rest of the text, cancer is a burden for the family, loved ones, and most importantly, to the person bearing the pain (patient). The entire story is about the premium that society puts on beauty, especially on a woman’s face. 
Grealy lived with a distorted face for about two decades before spending another decade trying to reconstruct the damage that the treatment left her with. Living with a distorted self-image for more than two decades is devastating and from her description, one can easily relate to the experience even if they have not personally incurred them. Grealy chooses to go into great detail about her experience with cancer trying to come to terms with her appearance after childhood cancer and the treatment process. She describes the humiliation she had to live with. She writes that “at school, the gang of boys from last year appeared to have dispersed, and I was free to eat in lunchroom again” (Grealy 208). She absorbed the searing pain of peer rejection and the fear of never being loved because of her look.
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